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Nobody, not even the producers of popular movies would claim their works to be of artistic or
moral excellence; they are what they are — entertainers to while away time..

A YouTuber has begun her day's work..

Viewers who expected a story or a poetry were amazed. Those who had demanded for this,
waited with bated breath. Once it was completed, numerous comments flooded the channel
thanking the teacher. A tough and confusing topic was handled in such simple words that could
easily be understood by all. One week later, the YouTuber received a mail. An applauding letter
from the famous film critic, journalist, documentary director and Kerala Sahitya Academy Award
winner — Sri. O. K. Johnny- for presenting his article ‘Cinemayum Samoohavum' so beautifully.
She was overwhelmed with joy... this story teller is our Talented Banker today.



Panchami Vijayan
Federal Bank Ltd
Pappanamcode branch

Panchami, who is the single daughter of retired Under Secretary of Home Ministry, Vijayakumar,
and retired headmistress Padmajadevi from Thiruvananthapuram Valiyasala, befriended the
books her father gave her during childhood. As she grew older, age appropriate books in English
and Malayalam arrived from the vast library at the Secretariat to be her friends. Sometimes her
father read to her, and sometimes he was her listener.. thus reading grew with her.

She went to the Vazhuthacaud Ramambika Nursery School where her mother taught, to win
many prizes as she also learned her a b c’s. From then till date, her mother is her pillar of
strength. The little girl gracefully received the prize for reciting Bhagavat Gita's Dhyaana sloka
from the prolific playwright, T.N.Gopinathan Nair. She went to Vazhuthacaud Chinmaya
Vidyalaya from 1st to 4th grades, where the story teller in her was born and nourished with
numerous prizes. She continued to be an inevitable part of all literary events in the
Vazhuthacaud Carmel girls' higher secondary school till 10th standard and in the Pattom Arya
Central school during her plus 2, bagging trophies for story writing, poetry writing, essay writing,
poetry recitation and all such literary events. And naturally she was the school magazine editor
most of the years.

She joined Vazhuthacaud Women'’s College for BSc Chemistry and MSc Chemistry. Though her
subject was Chemistry, this brilliant student spent her time in the college library and also the
English and Malayalam departments to clarify her doubts about the books she read. Thus she
lived among her books loving the rustle of paper and the enticing book smell.. During the
‘Karkitaka’ months, her parents encouraged her to recite the Ramayana, thus inculcated in her a
love for the Puranas as well.

From her childhood, her father gifted her a diary at New Year’s and prodded her to fill them up
with her musings. By the time she was in college, she and her father started recognizing the
writer in her. She was the magazine editor in college too and in 2004 won the first prize for story
writing in the Kerala University Youth festival. She also participated and won prizes in skits and
mimes in addition to the literary events.

Her college days were packed with seminars, workshops on creative writing, writing, extensive
reading, movies and music. She stepped onto her banking career even before completing the
fun-filled college life.

Panchami joined the Federal bank in 2007 at their Anchal branch. After one and a half years she
went to the Vizhinjam branch. And after ten long years, to her present branch. During this time,
in 2008 she was married to a person of same disposition; teacher and active member of Sastra
sahitya parishad, Pratheesh Chandran.

She lost her books on the way to her family schedules. Later, as she strived to return to them,
she became aware of how the social media transformed the society.. of how book reading has



been trampled upon by it. This thought disturbed her fora while and her determination to bring
back reading through the same social media resulted in “ Varadayude vaayanamuri", a YouTube
channel for reading! During her school days, as she narrated the stories she read to her friends,
they always said.. “You have a penchant for story telling”. Memory of these words led to her
channel.

The stories and poetries of most Malayalam writers have reached the viewers through this
‘Vaayanamuri'. Whether a story or poetry or essay- first reading, then her inference, opinions,
study.. that is the flow of her presentation.

In the beginning, she did upto three recordings a week.. then they became two in a week and
gradually to one a week. This gap is because she spends time for her regular viewers, searches
for new books to be presented and prepare for her next session.

Popular English works too come up in her channel. And she devotes a few of her sessions for
brushing up grammar lessons in English and Malayalam too. This may be the reason she is
mistaken for a teacher.

She is elated as she says she has around 15000 subscribers for her channel. The suggestions
from many avid readers in the Vaayanamuri, which crossed 200 episodes, impart great
encouragement. Panchami does her best to include books that are suggested by her subscribers
as well.

Maybe her favourite writer Ashitha has found the maximum chance to appear in her sessions.
Panchami opens up that as she narrates or reads Ashitha's stories, she is overcome by some
indefinable emotions.

Panchami is encouraged by all her colleagues in the bank and she regularly writes in the bank’s
house magazine, ‘Federal Reach'.

She’s nurturing a reader in the little Parvati Varada Lakshmi, who is a sixth grader in the same
school as her mother’s. The full name of her daughter was revealed on being enquired of the
origin of the name ‘Varadayude vaayanamuri'.

May reading flourish.. may vaayanamuri spread its branches and provide shade to those who
love books but do not find the time to read... may Panchami introduce many more books and
writings to book lovers around her.... heartfelt wishes from the Talented Bankers group.



